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After the 3 year ‘Empty Homes to Happy Homes’ scheme drew to a close, 

East Cleveland Youth Housing Trust began searching for a new project. The 

Crown Hotel had sat unloved for 16 months and its potential for 

development had caught our eyes. Armed with a pot of Northern Rock 

funding and an appetite for a challenge of gargantuan proportions, we 

slapped in a cheeky bid for the property. 

In July 2015 the Crown project became a reality and for a short space of 

time we owned a bar. Delays with planning permission hindered the 

remainder of the year until finally on the 04th of January 2016, work began. 



 

On a bitterly cold January day we began stripping out the interior of the pub. 

 



 

 

Despite the rumours, last year’s apprentices are not buried in the cellar. 



 

Stripping out the original first-floor apartment – Now Flats C & D. The loft 

space actually contains several extra rooms but they are now sealed off. 

 



 

The roof was the one set-back we encountered. A pitch was created on the 

flat roof that was once the toilet block to the rear of the building. The 

decision to replace a very tired main roof made perfect sense for the long-

term integrity of both the building and Brotton High St.

 



 
Look closely and you can make out the rare sight of a ‘Bigas Supervisoris’ in 

his natural habitat. Living on a diet of plaster, coffee and sun, he is content 

constructing communities for the betterment of those less fortunate. 



 
Now unrecognisable open plan shots. The stairway to the cellar is to the left 

(Below) before been boxed in. Rubble from the concrete floor is dug up to 

create a trench for new waste pipes to supply the kitchen and bathroom. 

 



 

Josh hard at work laying breezeblocks and SHOCK, HORROR! The use of a 

‘leveller offerer wizard stick’ did happen from time to time. 

 



 

Wall frames start to go in and divide the rooms of Flats A & B downstairs. 

  



 

The creation of a new window was required for Flat D’s kitchen area. 

 

 



 

(Above) Students from Redcar & Cleveland College experiencing life outside 

of their usual classroom environment. (Below) 1st Year Apprentice Kieran 

skimming a ceiling. Arms and neck will ache in the morning, or so I’m told.

 



To aid the window installation the front of the property was completed in two 

phases (above). A concrete foundation was laid in the car park to level off 

the entrance to the upstairs flats (below). 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

To date the Crown project has: 

• Generated over 12,500 hours of 

construction training and 

education 

• Created 7 apprenticeship positions 

• Become a place of work for 17  

volunteers offering between 3 days 

and 5 months of their time 

• Welcomed 50+ visitors through its 

doors 

• Delivered pre-tenancy work to 8 

young people looking for 

affordable housing  

 



 
 

Finally. It just wouldn’t be right not to mention the camera-shy Mr 

Adams, without whom the Crown renovation would never have 

even begun. The whole team want to thank him for his unwavering 

dedication to the Trust. From the time and patience he offers to 

the building team, to the countless construction chores he throws 

himself into. Pete’s efforts certainly don’t go unnoticed and he 

should rightfully be recognised for the absolute star that he is.         

A million thanks to you good Sir. 



The Trust would like to thank the following people for 

their support. 

Two Faces Design 

Gordon Henderson Architectural Design 

Jack Thompson Plumbing & Heating 

D.W.Gill Electrical Contractor 

Andrew Watson Carpets & Flooring 

Virgin Media – Broadband, TV & Phone 

 

Many thanks to all the funders who have contributed 

toward the Crown project. 

Northern Rock Foundation 

Rainmaker 

Henry Smith 

Garfield Weston 

Ballinger Trust 

Help the Homeless 

Sylvia Waddilove 

Screwfix Foundation 

Virgin Money Foundation 

Deposit Protection Scheme 


